Iraqi forces say they’ve captured Saddam’s right-hand man a3
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Hurricane Fi weakened to a Category 1 on Sunday but still pounded Florida with high wind and rain.
that Frances’ path would take the center of the hurricane over
ern Gulf of Mexico and the storm possibly could regain intensity by Monday morning.
Above: Sailboats washed ashore Sunday rest in a parking lot in Fort Pierce, Fla.

Right: Rich Minyon, left, and his brother, Jack, fight winds as the storm moves across the Indian River on
Saturday in Jensen Beach, Fla.
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Camp counselor slayings: Two

camp counselors killed on a California

beach were remembered Saturday for

their strong Christian faith as family

and friends gathered to honor the couple
‘who had planned to marry.

Lindsay Cutshall, 23, and her fiancé,
Jason Allen, 26, were found Aug. 18 on a se-
cluded beach along the Northern California
coast. Both had been shot in the head while
lying in sleeping bags.

Investigators have no suspects.

Mall-bomb plot: The FBI is investigating
how a Somali man was treated while being
held on immigration charges prior to his ter-
rorism-related indictment, a bureau spokes-
man sai

Nuradin Abdi, 32, was indicted June 14 on
charges of plomng with others to blow up an
unspecified Columbus shopping mall. He
had been arrested seven months earlier and
held on immigration charges. Abdi was held
mostly in county jails in Ohio during the
seven months, his attorneys said.

FBI spokesman Gregory Palmore said Fri-
day that the FBI is investigating Abdi’s treat-
ment during that time.

Abdi attorney Mahir T. Sherif has said he
was upset at his client’s treatment in jail. He
said Friday that he believes Abdi is serious-
ly ill and needs treatment.

Church abuse claims: A judge has thrown
out several claims of sexual abuse involving
a Roman Catholic priest in Northern Califor-
nia, striking a potential blow to hundreds of
men and women who allege they were mo-
lested while diocese officials looked the
other way.

Judge Ronald Sabraw said plaintiffs’ attor-
neys had not presented any direct evidence
the church “knew or had reason to know, or
were otherwise on notice, of any unlawful
sexual conduct” by the priest, who is now
dead. The claims were part of a consolidat-
ed lawsuit involving 160 complaints against
Northern California clergy.

Va. death row inmate: A federal judge Fri-
day denied a death row inmate’s attempt to
delay his execution for a second time on the
grounds that putting him to death by injec-
tion would be unconstitutionally cruel.

James Edward Reid’s lawyers claimed
that Virginia’s method of execution was un-
constitutional because it was possible Reid
could still be conscious when the last of
three drugs is administered and would suf-
fer pain before he dies.

U.S. District Judge Henry E. Hudson said
in his ruling that the procedure would kill
the defendant within five to 10 minutes and
reduce the chance that he would be con-
scious of any pain to less than 6/1000 of 1
percent.

Arizona prison standoff: A special prose-
cutor who led the grand jury investigation
into a 15-day prison standoff is under an eth-
ics review after a judge accused him of mis-
conduct in the case, the State Bar of Arizona
said Friday.

Ajudge last month accused Special Prose-
cutor A. Melvin McDonald of misconduct
for creating a “media clamor” for the re-
lease of the grand jury report into the Janu-
ary standoff, during which two guards were
taken hostage and assaulted. One of the

California wildfires: The Geysers fire is viewed
Santa Angelina Ranch in the Mayamacas Mountains of northeast Sonoma County, Calif. The
Sonoma County fire, which started Friday near The Geysers, the world’s largest geothermal
power facility, destroyed 11 homes and threatened win

guards was raped.

McDonald had publicly released a motion
to unseal the panel’s report, but Presiding
Judge Colin Campbell denied the request,
saying releasing the report would under-
mine the purpose of secret grand juries.

Bugging of Philadelphia mayor: Two
aides to Mayor John F. Street said his staff
was tipped off last fall about an FBI bug that
had been placed in his office, contradicting
earlier statements by the city’s top police of-
ficial and mayoral advisers who said they
knew nothing about the listening device be-
fore it was found.

Installed in mid-September as part of an
anti-corruption probe, the bug was found
Oct. 7 by police who had been ordered to
sweep the mayoral suite by Police Commis-
sioner Sylvester Johnson.

The tip apparently came first to Street's
communication director, Barbara Grant,
her attorney said Friday.

World

Balkans war-crimes tribunal: Still reluc-
tant to catch and extradite suspects wanted
by a U.N. war-crimes court, Serbia’s Prime
Minister Vojislav Kostunica urged the men
to surrender voluntarily to the international
tribunal in comments published Sunday.

Kostunica spoke as Western pressure con-
tinues to build on Serbia to hand over more
than a dozen wanted men indicted in connec-
tion with the Balkan wars of the 1990s or
risk renewed isolation.

West Bank barrier: Israel began construc-
tion Sunday of a section of its separation bar-
rier in the southern West Bank, days after
Palestinian suicide bombers carried out an
attack from the area.

Israeli security officials confirmed that
work started on a 20-mile stretch of barrier
southwest of Hebron.

Meanwhile, Palestinian gunmen seized
the local government offices in a southern
Gaza town for several hours Sunday, de-
manding that the Palestinian Authority do
more to help families left homeless by an Is-
raeli military operation last week, witnesses
and militants said.

the distance off Highway 128, near the

ies and hundreds of homes.

The militants left the Khan Younis gover-
nor’s office after receiving “concrete prom-
ises” that the problem will be solved soon, a
gunmen told The Associated Press.

India-Pakistan talks: India and Pakistan
opened high-level talks Sunday aimed at
solving their decades-old dispute over Kash-
mir with Pakistan denying it arms and
trains a separatist insurgency in the region
and accusing India of human rights abuses
there. The war of words over Kashmir —
the cause of two major armed conflicts be-
tween the nuclear-armed rivals — threat-
ened to complicate the wide-ranging talks
between Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Khur-
sheed Kasuri and his Indian counterpart,
Natwar Singh.

Freed Malaysian leader: Several thou-
sand supporters of newly freed former depu-
ty leader Anwar Ibrahim brought Malay-
sia’s main airport terminal to a standstill in
a potent reminder of the charismatic sway
he holds over the country.

he crowds overwhelmed airport securi-
ty as they surged toward Anwar’s gold-col-
ored Mercedes-Benz when he arrived for a
flight to Germany, where he will undergo
back surgery for an injury suffered partly
during a police beating six years ago.

Darfur crisis: Sudan’s foreign minister
said his country does not object to increased
numbers of foreign cease-fire monitors,
plus troops to protect them, being deployed
to crisis-torn Darfur. Mustafa Osman Is-

’s comments on Saturday follow U.N.
calls on his government to allow more than
3,000 troops enter Darfur, something which
Khartoum has yet to sanction.

War on terror

Australian Gitmo detainees: Australia
will urge the United States to tighten legal
procedures governing the trials of two Aus-
tralian terror suspects detained at a U.S. mil-
itary base in Cuba, the government said Sun-
day in an apparent about-face on the issue.
Prime Minister John Howard has long re-
jected calls for David Hicks and Mamdouh
Habib to be returned to Australia for trial.
Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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1,100 U.S. forces injured in ‘intense’ August

Number of wounded soldiers, Marines highest since war in Iraq began

BY KARL VICK
The Washington Post

BAGHDAD — About 1,100
U.S. soldiers and Marines were
wounded in Iraq during August,
by far the highest combat injury
toll for any month since the war
began and an indication of the in-
tensity of battles flaring in urban
areas.

U.S. medical commanders say
the sharp rise in battlefield inju-
ries reflects more than three
weeks of fighting by one Marine
and two Army battalions in the
southern city of Najaf. At the
same time, U.S. units frequently
faced combat in a sprawling Shi-
ite Muslim slum in Baghdad and
in the Sunni cities of Fallujah, Ra-
madi and Samarra, all of which re-
main under the control of insur-
gents two months after the trans-
fer of political authority.

“They were doing battlefield
urban operations in four places at
one time,” said Lt. Col. Albert
Maas, operations officer for the
2nd Medical Brigade, which over-
sees U.S. combat hospitals in
Traq. “It's like working in down-
town Detroit. You're going literal-
ly building to building.”

The sharp rise in wounded was,
for the first time, accompanied by
a far less steep climb in battle-
field fatalities. Since the start of
the war in March 2003, 979 U.S.
forces have died in Iraq and al-

most 7,000 have been wounded.
Until last month, however, the
monthly tallies of fatalities and
wounded rose and fell roughly
proportionally.

In August, 66 U.S. service per-
sonnel were killed in Iraq, accord-
ing to the Defense Department.
The toll was the highest since
May, when 80 fatalities were re-
corded. But it was well below the
135 U.S. combat deaths in April,
when a sporadic guerrilla war
that had largely been confined to
the so-called Sunni Triangle
north and west of Baghdad
spread to cities across the previ-
ously quiescent Shiite Muslim
belt in southern Iraq.

Commanders said they had no
immediate concrete explanation
for why the number of wounded
increased so sharply without a
comparable, parallel rise in com-
bat deaths.

“All T know is I've got more pa-
tients here,” said Col. Ryck Beitz,
commander of the 31st Combat
Support Hospital in Baghdad,
which admitted 425 patients last
month, a new high.

One possible explanation lay in
the brawn some units brought to
the fight in crowded city centers.
In Najaf, for example, two of the
three U.S. battalions squaring off
in close quarters against a Shiite
militia were categorized as
“heavy armored.” Army officers

said their Abrams tanks and Brad-
ley Fighting Vehicles not only
offer substantial protection from
incoming fire, but also answered
with immediate and overwhelm-
ing large-caliber salvos.

“We've been given the best
tools in the world for waging
war,” said Maj. Tim Karcher of
the 2nd battalion of the 1st Caval-
ry Division’s 7th Regiment. In
two weeks of almost constant com-
bat, the heavily armored battalion
sustained several injuries, but not
a single fatality, as it fought its
way through Najaf's crowded old

ity.

Maj. Dellone Pascascio, who
compiles tallies of U.S. wounded
across Irag, said injuries sus-
tained in conventional fighting
may tend to be slightly less se-
vere than those inflicted by TEDs,
the improvised explosive devices
planted along roadsides that con-
tinue to kill and maim U.S. forces
by spraying shrapnel upward.

There also were indications
that troops suffered more severe
wounds in August than in previ-
ous months.

At the Baghdad hospital, staff
members are to see-

emergency room qualify as
“acute” cases, a term that indi-
cates severity and urgency.

“A soldier who comes in and is
almost bleeding to death will re-
quire more care than someone
who is just shot with a bullet,”
Beitz explained.

In August, however, the rate of
acute cases jumped to three of
four ER patients.

“It was intense,” said Lt. Col.
Greg Kidwell, who oversees the
‘emergency room at the hospital.

Capt. Neil Taufen, an emergen-
cy room physician, said the pace
was all the more striking because
it came after a quiet stretch.

“July was just dull, and it was
like: Everything’s going to be all
right. And then Najaf fired up,
and it was just like nothing had
ever changed,” said Taufen, of
Fort Sill, Okla,

Najaf and the neighboring town
of Kufa, about 90 miles south of
Baghdad, have been quiet since a
peace deal was brokered in late
August by Grand Ayatollah Ali
Sistani. Last week, an informal
cease-fire also took hold in Sadr
City, the Shiite slum that is the

ing the most severely injured sol-
diers and Marines. The hospital,
the only in Iraq where the mili-
tary’s brain and eye surgeons
work, handles the worst head
wounds. Normally, perhaps half
of the patients who come to the

main of junior cleric
Mugtada al-Sadr and his Mahdi

y militia, which fought in
Naj

af.
But U.S. forces continued to
clash with Sunni Muslim insur-
gents and foreign-born fighters
west and north of Baghdad. Twen-

ty-six Marines were killed during
August in Anbar province, which
takes in Fallujah and Ramadi and
extends across the western desert
to the Syrian border.

Insurgents hold sway in both
cities and routinely attack U.S. pa-

trols.

“It’s always kind of a smolder-
ing fight out there,” Kidwell said.

Parts of Baghdad also remain
combat zones.

Propped on pillows in a ward of
the Baghdad combat hospital Sat-
urday afternoon, Spe. Christo-
pher Riang, 19, wore a zipper of
surgical staples up his abdomen
after a nasty surprise the night be-
fore off the capital’s hostile Haifa
Street.

“T yelled ‘grenade!” and made
sure the Iraqi translator took off,”
he said, describing the overnight
ambush that left him with a belly
full of steel shards. “Then I took
off. T guess I couldn’t outrun the
grenade.”

The interpreter also was
jured, as were four other 1st Cav-
alry soldiers caught in the alley
when grenades began raining
down.

“Almost everybody took shrap-
nel,” said Capt. Chris Ford, the
company commander. Three sol-
diers were injured lightly enough
to return to duty after treatment,
as do about 45 percent of U.S.
forces wounded in Irag. Two oth-
ers needed medical evacuation.
The interpreter went home.

Iraqi forces claim top Saddam aide arrested

Iraq’s defense minister says reports are ‘baseless’

U.S. deaths

in Iraq

The Associated Press

BY DANICA KIRKA
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iragi authorities claimed
on Sunday to have captured Izzat Ibrahim
al-Douri, the most wanted member of Sadd-
am Hussein’s ousted dictatorship, but
there was confusion over the report, as the
Iraqi defense minister said word of his ar-
rest was “baseless.”

Meanwhile, a mortar barrage Sunday
evening hit a U.S. base on the western edge
of Baghdad, killing two U.S. soldiers and
‘wounding 16 others, one critically, Maj. Ri-
chard Spiegel of the Army’s 13th Corps
Support Command said.

The soldiers killed and wounded all be-
longed to the 13th Corps Support, which
oversees_distribution of fuel, food and
water to U.S. forces.

Also, a car bomb exploded outsi
base used by U.S. forces near
25 miles north of Baghdad, injuring one
American soldier and two Iraqi civilians,
the U.S. military said. Three suspects were
detained near the site of the attack, said
Army Sgt. Robert Powell.

There have been incorrect reports of
al-Douri’s arrest in the past as U.S. and
Iraqi forces hunt for the man who was
once one of Saddam’s most senior depu-
ties. Sunday’s report centered on a raid
near al-Douri’s hometown of Adwar, north
of Baghdad.

Irag’s top information official said
al-Douri was seized while receiving medi-
cal treatment at a clinic near Adwar and
that DNA tests were underway to confirm
his identity. Al-Douri reportedly suffers
from leukemia, and needs blood transfu-
sions.

“We are sure he is Izzat Ibrahim,” infor-
mation official Ibrahim Janabi said. “He
was arrested in a clinic in Makhoul near
Tikrit and Adwar and 60 percent of the
DNA test has finished.”

A Defense Ministry spokesman, Saleh
Sarhan, also told the U.S.-funded Alhurra
television station that al-Douri had been
capture:

Later, however, the Iragi defense minis-
ter, Hazem Shaalan, said in an interview
with Lebanon’s Al Hayal LBC television
that reports that Izzat Ibrahim was cap-
tured were “baseless.”

“We don’t have any information on this
subject or on the reports that allegedly
came out from the defense ministry,”
said.

“They are baseless. There are search op-
erations by the national guards troops and
multinational troops going on during
which some terrorist positions were
shelled. There were rumors that Izzat
al-Douri or someone who resembles him
were in that position but we don't have any

ion on Izzat " he said.

IZZAT IBRAHIM AL-DURI
RCC Vice Chairman

2
A

Us. . Neal OBrien of the
Tikrit-based 1st Infantry Division said he
could not confirm the report and U.S.-led
forces issued a statement saying he was
not in U.S. custody. A senior U.S. diplomat,
speaking on condition of anonymity, said

e Americans had no information to indi-
cate that al-Douri had been arrested.

Iraqi Minister of State Qassim Dawoud
also claimed that al-Douri was arrested
and said 150 men ling him also were

A

Izzat Ibrahim al-Douri, No. 6 on the U.S. list of
most-wanted Iraqis, is pictured on the deck of
cards put out by the U.S. military to help cap-
ture Saddam Hussein’s former officials.

3

played an organizing role in the
16-month-old i msurge Cy.
He is No. 6 on the U.S. military’s list of 55

detained.

U.S. military officials believer al-Douri,
once the vice chairman of the Baath Par-
ty’s Revolutionary Command Council,

ted f'gures from Saddam’s regime
and U 8. forces have offered a $10 million
bounty for his arrest. Forty-four of the peo-
ple on the list already have been Killed or
captured.

As of Friday, 976 U.S. servicemem-
bers have died since the beginning of mil-
itary operations in Iraq in March 2003,
according to the Defense Department.
Of those, 730 died as a result of hostile ac-
tion and 246 died of nonhostile causes.

The British military has reported 64
deaths; Italy, 18; Spain, 11; Poland, 10;
Bulgaria, six; Ukraine, six; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; and Denmark, EIl
Salvador, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia and
the Netherlands have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 838 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died — 621 as a re-
sult of hostile action and 217 of nonhos-
tile causes, according to the military’s
numbers Friday. There was no update
provided on Saturday.

The latest deaths reported by the mili-
tary: No deaths reported.

The latest identifications reported by
the military:

W Marine Lance Cpl. Nicholas Perez,
19, Austin, Texas; died Friday from
eenemy action in Irag’s Anbar province;
assigned to 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Center;
Twentynine Palms, Calif.

W Marine Capt. Alan Rowe, 35,
Hagerman, Idaho; died Friday from
enemy action in Iraq’s Anbar province;
assigned to 1st Battalion, 7th Marine
Reglment 1st Marine Division, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, i
Corps Air Ground Combat Center;
‘Twentynine Palms, Calif.
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CPO initiation doesn’t stop at war zone

Sailors continue with training in Iraq

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

CAMP DUKE, Iraq — More
than a dozen sailors assigned to
units throughout Iraq are finding
that the Navy’s traditional initia-
tion process for those selected for
promotion to chief petty officer
doesn’t stop in a combat zone.

Three of these sailors are going
through initiation at Camp Duke
near Najaf.

“They go through physical
training, CPO indoctrination, and
we have Friday mentorship train-
ing, as we call it,” said Senior
Chief Petty Officer Ernesto Zabar-
te, the 11th Marine Expeditionary
Unit’s medical planner.

In addition to the Navy-re-
quired CPO indoctrination class
and a computer-based manage-
ment course, the selectees, as
they are called, are given Navy-
or leadership-related tasks by
their chiefs to round out their
training.

Some of these tasks, Zabarte
said, can be difficult to wmplele
in the desert.

“They’re very short on resourc-
es,” said Zabarte. “As CPOs,
wherever they’re at or whatever
challenges they face, they’ll need
to come up with a solution to get
the task done.”

One leadership task, the cre-
ation and management of an imag-
inary division of sailors out of
hard-boiled eggs, had to be adjust-
ed. Camp Duke’s selectees used
round rocks, which are poured
over the sand and dirt to keep the
dust down and are therefore plen-
tiful.

“We've used all of our resourc-
es,” said chief selectee Petty Offic-

er 1st Class Billy Hammond, a
chaplain’s assistant with the
MEU.

Other tasks range from re-
searching Navy history or uni-
form regulations. For these, the
selectees say that the Internet s a
lifesaver, or at least a push-up
saver. Failed tasks are usually
“remedied” by exercise.

“There’s a lot of research,” said
chief selectee Petty Officer 1st
Class Roger Teel. “Without the In-
ternet we'd be in trouble.”

The challenges of getting these
tasks done have brought the three
closer, another goal of the initia-
tion process.

“We're starting to bond,” said
Teel, a corpsman with 17 years in
the Navy. “But it’s a slow pro-
cess.”

Slow, but necessary, said Chief
Petty Officer George Frausto. “I
think it's extremely important,”
he said. “We're teaching them
how to network, be a team and
function under stressful situa-
tions. Given the circumstances,
they’re progressing well.”

Working through the stressful
situations now, the selectees real-
ize, is better than learning after
they've already been promoted.

“You learn something from
your mistakes, correct the mis-
takes and move on,” said chief se-
lectee Petty Officer 1st Class Jeff
Cavallo, 40, a 15-year Navy veter-
an. “You don’t make the same mis-
take twice.”

Even with the mistakes, the
stress and the extra workload, the
selectees say they've enjoyed
their initiation.

“Fun? Oh yeah,
E-mail Jason Chudy
Chadyiman ostipes.osdmil

" said Teel.

|

JASON CHUDY/Stars and Stripes

Navy chief petty officer selectees, from left, Jeff Cavallo, Roger Teel and Billy Hammond do push-ups as

part of their initiation process. The three sailors are assigned to the 11th Marine Expedi

Camp Duke, Iraq.

nary Unit at

Promotion selectees undergo six-week process

Each July, the list of those se-
lected for promotion to Navy
chief petty officer is released, and
those first class petty officers
then face the six-week initiation
process.

The 3,900 active-duty sailors se-
lected for promotion to chief
petty officer this year have specif-
ic requirements to complete be-
fore they receive their chief’s an-
chors Sept. 16.

“The initiation process is based
on the master chief petty officer
of the Navy’s guidance to ensure
that the transition is a journey
from first class to chief,” said Se-
nior Chief Petty Officer Ernesto
Zabarte, the 11th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit’s medical planner at
Camp Duke, Iraq.

“It's clear-cut, with no devia-
tion.”

The selectees must attend a
chief petty officer indoctrination
course, which covers a wide vari-
ety of subjects from naval history
to chief's uniforms. They also
must complete a computer-based
management program.

In addition to the required
courses, sailors also carry charge
books in which other chief petty
officers pass on advice and guid-
ance.

Charge books came about dur-
ing World War II when ship com-
manding officers were able to pro-
mote individual sailors to chief.
The prospective chiefs were re-
quired to know about the entire
ship, so the sailors took the
charge books to each chief on
board who would then pass on in-

formation about their jobs or give
guidance on leadership.

Once every chief signed the
book, the commanding officer
could be reasonably sure that the
sailor had an understanding of
how the ship operated.

Today the charge books are
used less for general shipboard
knowledge, but more for leader-
ship advice. It also gives the se-
lectees a chance to individually
meet with all of their command’s
chiefs.

Selectees may also manage an
imaginary division of sailors,
sometimes  represented by
hard-boiled eggs or even rocks,
handling all the paperwork and
tasks they could expect as the
chief of a real division.

— Jason Chudy

Militants ask Muslim association
for religious edict on kidnappings

BY BASSEM MROUE
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — An Iraqi mili-
tant group appealed Sunday to
an influential Sunni Muslim or-
ganization for a fatwa, or reli-
gious edict, on whether the kid-
napping of foreigners who work
for occupation forces is accept-
able under Islam.

A spokesman for the Associa-
tion of Muslim Scholars said its
clerics will study the militants”
request, saying the issue was
“not easy” and needs “profound
study.”

The militants’ appeal came as
a Tukrish transport company
and a Kuwaiti firm that contract-
ed it announced Sunday they
have stopped doing business in
Iraq in an attempt to secure the
release of a Turkish driver taken
hostage by Iraqi militants and
under a threat of beheading.

In a fresh kidnapping report,
an Iraqgi militant group said it
has abducted four Jordanian

truck drivers who it claims were
delivering items for U.S. forces
in Iraq, according to a tape ob-
tained by the Al-Jazeera TV sta-
tion.

Also Sunday, a slain Egyptian
kidnap victim was found near
Beiji, about 150 miles north of
Baghdad his hands bound and
signs of a beatmg on his corpse,
said Iraqi Maj. war Mo-
hammed Amin.

Militants waging a 16-month
insurgency have increasingly
turned to kidnapping to force co-
alition forces and contractors
from the country. More than 100
foreigners have been abducted
since the U.S-led invasion of
Iraq in March 2002 and many
have been executed.

The Arab television station
Al-Arabiya on Sunday aired a
videotape showed a masked man
identifying himself as a member
of the group “Holders of the
Black Banners,” reading a state-
ment seeking a fatwa from the
Association of Muslim Scholars
in Iraq.

The militants asked whether
Islam permits the kidnapping
and killing of foreigners who
work for occupation forces, say-
ing the association should “issue
alegal fatwa defining this issue,
and we are ready to abide by it.”

A number of Sunni insurgent
groups are believed behind most
of the abductions, and it was not
known whether other groups
‘would follow such a fatwa.

The French government,
meanwhile, huddled in crisis
talks over the fate of two French
reporters held hostage by a sepa-
rate group in Iraq and said it was
still hopeful the pair would be re-
leased.

In the past week, militants
have killed an Italian journalist
and 12 Nepalese workers, while
seven truckers from India,
Kenya and Egypt were released
after their Kuwaiti employer
paid a $500,000 ransom. A video
last week also showed three
Turks being killed by their cap-
tors.

Abizaid, Yemen officials
discuss security issues

The Associated Press

SAN‘A, Yemen — The top U.S.
military official in the region visit-
ed this American ally in the war
on terror Sunday to discuss secu-
rity cooperation with the Yemeni
president and equipping a new
U.S.-trained coast guard unit.

Gen. John Abizaid, head of the
U.S. Central Command, and Presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh also dis-
cussed efforts of “countering acts
of terror and sabotage,” the offi-
cial Saba news agency reported.

The agency said the meeting
was attended by Yemen’s interior
minister, intelligence and arm
chiefs and the U.S. ambassador to
Yemen, which is the ancestral
homeland of al-Qaida terror net-
work leader Osama bin Laden,
‘who has been blamed for master-
‘minding the Sept. 11, 2001, terror
attacks.

A U.S. Embassy official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
said Abizaid later left this Red
Sea nation. No details were avail-
able on where he went to.

Although its government sup-
ports the U.S.-led war on terror,
‘Yemen has long been a hot bed of
Islamic militancy and has suf-
fered several militant attacks in
recent years, notably the 2000
bombing of the destroyer USS
Cole that killed 17 American sail-
ors and the October 2002 suicide
bombing of a French oil tanker
that killed a Bulgarian crewmem-
ber and spilled 90,000 barrels of
oil into the Gulf of Aden.

Military cooperation between
Yemen and the United States, par-
ticularly in training, equipping
and making available spare parts
for a coast guard unit was dis-
cussed, the agency said.

Earlier this year, the United
States supplied the coast guard
unit with eight boats costing an es-
timated $60 million in an effort to
secure the country’s long marine
frontier and prevent the infiltra-
tion of terrorists.

Abizaid’s visit follows the re-
cent approval by the United
States of the sale of military equip-
ment to Yemen after more than a
decade of a nearly total ban.
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School Bus Safe '
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Most Department of Defense Dependents; Schools reopen on Tuesday, September 7, 2004
Keep your children ready for their daily commute to school!

Only YOd can keep your children ready—
Do these five things now and throughout the school year:

1. LOOK at and KNOW your children's route to and from the bus stop
2. SHOW your children how fo go safely to and from the bus stop — Use
HANDS ON instruction
3. REVIEW the five basic bus safety rules with your
children — FOLLOW UP and REINFORCE
4. STRESS good behavior on the bus - GOOD BEHAVIOR and
SAFETY go hand-in-hand
5. REPORT your safety concerns IMMEDIATELY to the school
transportation office

Important facts you need to know:

v In Europe, traffic does not stop for loading and unloading school
buses. Teach your children this life-saving rule:
Never cross the street in front of or behind the bus.
v Children are at the greatest risk for accidents and injuries
going to and from the bus stop.
v These five basic bus safety rules prevent most accidents and injuries:

1. Be on time ~ WALK, don't run to the bus stop
2. WAIT for the bus 3 steps back from the curb

3. TAKE your seat on the bus and stay in it — im ENGLAND, also BUCKLE UP
4. Get off the bus, take 3 steps away and WAIT for the bus to leave
5. NEVER go in front of or behind the bus

A SAFETY MESSAGE FROM DODDS-EUROPE LOGISTICS DIVISION
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SETAF leader eager to attack base issues

Brig. Gen. Kamiya helps weave planning for deployment with day-to-day achievements

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

VICENZA, Italy
s standard procedure for incoming
commanders to put their own touches

on their new unit or community.
But it doesn't take a member of
TV’s “Crime Scene Investigation” squad to
spot the fingerprints Brig. Gen. Jason Ka-

miya has left all over his new post.

“Sometimes it takes the senior leader to
jump in there and at least get the momen-
tum going,” said Kamiya, who took over
command of the Southern European Task
Force (Airborne) on April 30.

Jumping is something they do quite a bit
of at Vicenza. But Kamiya isn’t referring to
a leap from a plane with a parachute. In-
stead, he’s talking about an array of issues
he’s trying to get resolved — or at least in
the pipeline — before most of the base’s ac-
tive-duty population deploys to Afghani-
stan early next year.

Kamiya says he has three general objec-
tives at present: address ongoing problems
at Caserma Ederle; plan for the yearlong
‘mission to Afghanistan; and lay the ground-
work for an additional 2,000 troops coming
to northern Italy.

He'll talk about the latter two — which
he refers to as his “midterm” and
“long-term"” challenges — mostly in gener-
al terms. Military leaders aren’t fond of dis-
cussing plans for upcoming operations,
and a series of talks are still to be held with
the Italian government before announce-
ments are made on where new troops will
be based.

But Kamiya appears eager to discuss a
series of moves that SETAF and the 22nd
Area Support Group are exploring to tack-
le a number of nagging issues:

W Parking. There are about 7,000 vehi-
cles registered at Caserma Ederle and
about 2,000 parking spaces on base, with
some of those closed off by an array of con-
struction projects. Officials are looking at
off-base options and expanding the hours
and scope of the current shuttle-bus pro-
gram.

W Haircuts. Soldiers complained they
have to wait hours sometimes at the Army
and Air Force Exchange’s small shop. So
another barber has been hired to set up
shop in the 173rd Airborne Brigade head-
quarters. More will follow.

Brig. Gen. Jason Kamiya

W Paperwork. Some space at the Golden
Lion community club will soon be devoted
toa facility where most, if not all, of inproc-
essing and outprocessing takes place.

W Interagency cooperation. Kamiya said
several issues could be solved if sometimes
‘competing operations went from a “culture
of ownership to a culture of enterprise” —
in other words, share their resources and
cooperate.

Kamiya admits there are probably doz-
ens of other issues that concern communi-
ty members. So the base will hold monthly
Community Action Council meetings
where people can grab a microphone and
fire away.

Asked if he’ll personally attend such
meetings — the first is set for Sept. 22 —
Kamiya said: “I attended every single one
at Fort Polk.”

He said the process would work better
for all concerned if those with issues send
a message through the base’s Web site a
few weeks before the meeting. That way, is-
sues can be researched and addressed at
the meetings.

But he doesn’t expect a smooth ride, at
least initially, calling the initiative “kind of
like leading with your chin.”

The base’s biggest focus, though, may be
on family support efforts.

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

'VICENZA, Italy — If all goes according
to plan, there will be about twice as many
U.S. soldiers stationed in Italy in 2010 as
there are now.

Details of that plan aren’t complete,
though. The Pentagon has announced
that it will add 2,000 troops — a battalion
and other support elements — to the
173rd Airborne Brigade.

How that will be done, when it will be
done and where it will be done are still
not clear.

Brig. Gen. Jason Kamiya, the com-
mander of the Southern European Task
Force (Airborne) said much of that de-
pends on ongoing talks with the host coun-
try. Americans in Italy work — and some-
times live — on bases owned by the Ital-
ian military.

The “where” in the equation will likely
not be at Caserma Ederle, the current
headquarters for both the 173rd and

“It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to dis-
cover we have space issues here,” Ka-
miya said.

It’s possible that the troops could go to
other bases in northern Italy, such as
Camp Darby — where there’s room but
no facilities — or Aviano Air Base —

Design for troop expansion
in Italy by 2010 not yet set

where there is no extra living facilities
and space is questionable. But Kamiya
said those aren’t the first choices.

“We want to keep the forces of the
173rd and SETAF in a small area,” he
said.

That leaves open the possibility of an
existing Italian facility near Vicenza —
Tomasso Dal Molin, for instance. The
former Italian air base is being used by ci-
vilian interests, but the Italian military
still controls sections of it.

Moving into parts of such a place could
allow the United States to essentially con-
solidate its forces in two areas of Vicenza,
eliminating about $2.5 million it pays an-
nually to lease a handful of smaller com-
pounds around the city.

‘The brigade won’t really be building up
its forces until it returns from Afghani-
stan — possibly around the summer of
2006. And it might be several years after
that for significant increases, because it
would probably take several years to
build more facilities, regardless of where
they’re located.

In the meantime, the brigade has un-
dergone some transformation already. It
has more than 100 troops than it did be-
fore deploying to Iraq, thanks to the for-
‘mation of a forward support battalion.
E-mail Kent Harris at:
harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Elements across the base pulled togeth-
er during the 173rd’s yearlong deployment
to Iraq that ended in March. Now they’ll
have to do it again — with even more
troops gone — in early spring.

“My sense is that regardless of how well
we did, there’s alway: ‘ways to improve
and lessons to learn,” Kamiya said.

So he used four days of scheduled meet-
ings at Camp Darby at the start of August
to get started, more than seven months be-
fore troops will likely deploy.

The goal, he said, was to get ideas on

how to improve, integrate them into exist-
ing programs and get everything up and
running before the troops leave.

Kamiya said he’d like to get many of the
issues resolved quickly, because planning
for Afghanistan will take larger chunks of
the command’s efforts as the months
progress.

“In reality, I wish that I could be devot-
ing 100 percent to the warfighting, to Af-
ghanistan,” he said. But he admitted he
will probably still be focusing on some
other issues “when I board that airplane.”
E-mail Kent Harris
RSkl estpes.osd.mil

Prison abuse inquiry raises questions about CIA

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The latest
U.S. Army investigation into the
Abu Ghraib scandal is raising
new questions about whether the
CIA, operating outside military
rules, contributed to the break-
down of military discipline at the
prison.

The report cites the presence of
unregistered “ghost detainees”
who did not fall under the mili-
tary’s usual system of registra-
uun interrogation and medical

Bul the CIA is rejecting much
of the criticism. Spokesman Mark
Mansfield said recently that the
report, released last week,
“makes broad allegations about
the CIA that are not supported by
the text.”

The report by senior Army gen-
erals describes some of the CIA’s

detention procedures, shining a
rare light on those practices. Yet
it does little to describe the spy
agency’s actual interrogation
methods at Abu Ghraib, beyond
saying they contributed to the dis-
cipline problems.

“The CIA’s detention and in-
terrogation practices contrib-
uted to a loss of accountability
and abuse at Abu Ghraib,”
says the investigation report.

Of 44 incidents of possible
abuse cited in the Army’s in-
telligence investigation, the
CIA was involved in only one
— the only one to involve the
death of a detainee. In that
case, anewly arrived CIA pris-
oner did not receive the initial
medical screening typical for in-
coming detainees, and then died.
That death remains under investi-
gation.

To date, none of the abuses de-
picted in the infamous photo-

graphs from Abu Ghraib have
been found to involve CIA person-
nel, Mansfield said.

The specific allegations of
abuse at various U.S-run deten-
tion and interrogation centers in

&k The CIA’s detention and

interrogation practices
contributed to a loss of
accountability and

abuse at Abu Ghraib. 9y
Prison abuse investigation report
Iraq and Afghanistan are being in-
vestigated by the CIA’s Inspector
General. In several cases, the Jus-
tice Department is also investigat-
ing whether any CIA officers or
contractors committed criminal
acts.

The arrangements to hold

“ghost detainees” were made be-
tween local CIA officers and mil
tary officials at the prison, the i
vestigation found. Army investiga-
tors said they located information
on eight “ghost detainees” held at
Abu Ghraib, but said there
may have been more.

In one case, military guards

at the prison moved a group
of detainees around the pris
on to hide them from a visi
ing Red Cross delegation, ac-
cording to the report of U.
Army Maj. Gen. Antonio Tagu-
ba, who conducted a separate
investigation into the prison’s
military police unit. He de-
scribed the actions as “decep-
tive, contrary to Army Doctrine,
and in violation of international
law.”

A US. intelligence official, dis-
cussing agency operations on the
condition of anonymity, said the
CIA would keep detainees hidden

to prevent insurgents both inside
and outside the prison from learn-
ing of their capture, suggesting
the agency believed that Red
Cross knowledge of a given pris-
oner could ultimately reach insur-
gents.

If the prisoners had been put in
the general prison population,
they might have been able to con”
fer with associates and plan their
responses for an interrogation,
the official said. The official said
there were only a “handful” of
such secret prisoners.

Mansfield said the CIA does
not take issue with the Army re-
port’s conclusion that there was
confusion in the military regard-
ing the CIA’s role and authority at
the prison.

Agency officials agree that bet-
ter coordination and written
agreements between the military
and CIA would have clarified
some matters, particularly for the
soldiers, he said.
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Woman gathers toys for Iraqi kids

Schweinfurt project
collects teddy bears
for children in need

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

SCHWEINFURT, Germany
andra Hummel's volun-
teer mania started last
spring with clothes and
snacks for wounded sol-

diers.

On top of the time already spent
with Red Cross and Girl Scouts,
she started her own organization,
Operation in FAITH, to gather do-
nations of goods and funnel them
to soldiers who need them. She vis-
its military hospitals in Ramstein
and Wiirzburg regularly.

Her volunteer hours already
run as high as 80 each week,
Hummel said, but she is driven to
do more because, thankfully,
fewer injured troops need help.
So now her organization is gather-
ing something new: stuffed bears
for Iraqi children.

She calls the program Teddies
for Toddlers.

“The teddy bear is something
that’s accepted all over the world
as a ‘love’ item,” Hummel said,
something she thought might
bridge the gap between rifle-tot-
ing U.S. troops and Iraqi kids.

About 1,600 plush bears, most
the size of Beanie Babies, live in
boxes in the basement of her Sch-
weinfurt home.

Most were sent from the Unit-
ed States by Rita Taylor, the moth-
er of a soldier in her husband’s

PHOTOS BY KRISTEN CHANDLER TOTH/Special to Stars and Stripes.

Sandra Hummel, right, sits among some of the more than 1,600 stuffed bears she has collected for distribu-
tion to Iraqi children in hospitals, orphanages and elsewhere. With Hummel are her two daughters, Veneé,
14, left, and Darnelle, 10, who help her with the project.
k& The teddy bear is something
that’s accepted all over the world
as a ‘love’ item.

Sandra Hummel
started Operation in FAITH

unit, the 1st Infantry Division’s
1st Battalion, 77th Armor Regi-
ment. Others came from two
women in Florida whose hus-
bands once served with hers.

The bears are awaiting for ship-
ment to soldier contacts Hummel
has made at bases in Iraq. Eventu-
ally they’ll be distributed at hospi-
tals, orphanages and wherever
there are kids who need them,
she said.

She’s collecting more bears
through a box at Ledward Bar-
racks’ Café Rohr, whose owner
also contributed pastries for her
visits to hospitalized troops.

Hummel said she already has

Shown are a few of the 1,600
stuffed bears in Hummel’s base-
ment that will be shipped to bases
in Iraq, where troops will distrib-
ute them to Iraqi children.

ger in Tikrit. Sometimes he hands
them out to kids when he goes on
patrols.

Hummel is the daughter of an
American soldier and a German
mother. She was born in the
Wiirzburg Army Hospital, where

racks, where she and her two
daughters — Veneé, 14, and Dar-
nelle, 10 — now go to church.

Since starting up in April, Opera-
tion in FAITH has collected and dis-
tributed $16,000 worth of supplies
for soldiers, Hummel said. Among
the donations: a caseload of board
games, a set of 40 coffee-table
books, and a box of 200 energy bars
sent anonymously and addressed
to “An American Hero.”

Her mailbox has been so busy,
Army postal authorities recently
closed it down, accusing her of
running an illegal business. She
said her supporters, including the

lenda, intervened and helped her
get a box dedicated to Operation
in FAITH.

Hummel is eager now to get the
teddy bears into the hands of
Iraqi toddlers.

“This isn’t something you can
do for two hours a day,” she said.
“It's something you really have to
do with all your heart.”

Those wishing more informa-
tion about Operation in FAITH
may contact Hummel by e-mail
at: ShoppingSandra@yahoo.com
or by mail at: Operation in
FAITH, attn. Sandra Hummel,
CMR 464 Box 2417, APO AE
09226.

sent 400 bears to her husband, 1st
Sgt. Alan Hummel, at FOB Dan-

she now volunteers, and baptized
in the chapel at Ledward Bar-

mander, Lt. Col. CI

1st ID’s rear detachment com-

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
Ko- iy d.mil

Retired GI may face charges from Vietnam

The Associated Press

TOLEDO, Ohio — A military attorney has
recommended charging a retired soldier in a
1967 rampage of alleged atrocities committed
by U.S. troops against hundreds of civilians in
Vietnam, a newspaper reported.

The Blade, which won a Pulitzer Prize for
its reporting on the elite Tiger Force platoon,
said in its Sunday edition that the recommen-
dation involved retired Maj. James Hawkins,
63, a former unit commander who now lives
near Orlando, Fla.

Hawkins declined to comment on the mili-
tary attorney’s recommendation, the newspa-
per said.

Army Reserve lawyer Michael Walther re-
viewed the original case and The Blade’s se-

ries and concluded that the evidence was
strong enough to return Hawkins to duty for
an Article 32 hearing, the equivalent of a mili-
tary grand jury, the newspaper said.

The Army has not decided whether to prose-
cute Hawkins, according to the newspaper,
which said questions remain whether Army
lawyers have the legal power to charge him.

wkins was among 18 former Tiger Force
soldiers accused by Army investigators of
crimes ranging from murder and assault to
dereliction of duty during an investigation in
1971-75. The case was dropped by the Penta-
gon and concealed from the public until re-
vealed by The Blade.

The most serious allegation faced by Hawk-
ins in 1975 was the fatal shooting of an elderly

carpenter in the Song Ve Valley in July 1967.
Army investigators recommended in 1975
that he be charged with murder.

In an interview with The Blade in 2003, he
admitted Killing the elderly man because “he
was making too much noise” and might dis-
close the location of U.S. troops to the enemy.

Although Hawkins has long been out of the
Army, his military pension qualifies him to be
recalled to duty, under a rarely used but wide-
ly accepted military law.

Army spokesman Dov Schwartz said the
case remained open.

Hawkins could not be reached for com-
ment. The only phone listing under his name
in Orlando has been disconnected or is no
longer in service, toa ph

Soldier suicide

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.
— A soldier committed suicide
after being arrested on suspicion
of arranging a sexual encounter
with a 13-year-old girl over the In-
ternet.

Sgt. 1st Class Andre Ventura
McDaniel, 40, shot himself in the
head with a .380-caliber handgun,
officials said. His body was found
in a field Sept. 25.

McDaniel, who was based at
Fort Carson, was arrested Aug.
20 and charged with sexual as-
sault on a child, enticement of a
child and possession of an illegal
weapon — a switchblade. The
Army was also investigating him
on suspicion of stealing cash in
Traq.

Missile passes test

WHITE SANDS MISSILE
RANGE, N.M. — The Army’s Pa-
triot interceptor missile system
successfully destroyed two tar-
gets during a test Thursday at
White Sands Missile Range in
southern New Mexico.

Officials with the U.S. Army
Program Executive Office of Air
and Missile Defense in Hunts-
ville, Ala., said the objective was
to test the Palrlot Advanced Capa-
bility-3 — or PAC-3 — with hard-
ware changes designed to reduce
missile cost and improve its pro-
duction.

“The test also demonstrated
the system’s capability to detect,
track, engage and intercept a
short-range tactical ballistic mis-
sile target and a low-altitude
cruise missile target,” the office
said in a statement.

Soldiers from the Air Defense
Artillery at Fort Bliss, Texas,
helped with the test.

The PAC-3 system successfully
completed operational testing in
2002. It was first used in combat
during Operation Iragi Freedom

in 2003.

The PAC-3 uses kinetic energy,
rather than an explosive war-
head, to destroy targets. It was de-
veloped to provide increased de-
fense against advanced tactical
ballistic missiles, cruise missiles
and other air-bound threats.

Dispute over depot

ROMULUS, N.Y. — Want to
take possession of 1 million
square feet of warehouse space at
the old Seneca Army Depot in cen-
tral New York? No, sir! Or at least
not yet, the local municipality is
telling the

Seneca County’s Tdustrial de-
velopment agency voted 6-0
Thursday night against accepting
the title to dozens of warehouse
buildings on the 10,600-acre
depot at the end of September.
The reason? They have not been
properly maintained, county offi-
cials say.

Before accepting ownership,
the county wants the Army to
carry out extensive repairs to
make the buildings safe. Part of
the roof in one warehouse recent-
ly collapsed without warning on a
sunny day.

County officials said they’re
now awaiting a response from the

Tucked in rolling farmland be-
tween Seneca and Cayuga Lakes,
the depot evoked pride and fury
in the 1980s when defense ana-
lysts revealed it was home to the
nation’s largest Army stockpile of
nuclear missiles. After 59 years,
post-Cold War budget cuts shut it
down in July 2000.

ny recording.

From The Associated Press
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Pastor Elisha Lawson
Founder
Real Men's Conference

It is time for all REAL
MEN 1o know that they are not
ordinary men. God has put
you in "THE LEAGUE OF
EXTRAORDINARY
GENTLEMEN."

LEAGUE: An association of
persons or groups united by
and for a common purpose,
interest or goal.
EXTRAORDINARY: More
than advantage., over and
above normal, exceeding
routine, beyand

usual, outside of common. It
is to be super; a level higher
than that of an ordinary
person.

GENTLEMEN: Men whose
conduct conforms to a high
standard of propriety or
comrected behavior,

To be ordinary is to be
without God, " but they that do
know their God shall be strong
and do EXPLOITS in His
name." (Daniel 11:32)

Real Men | want you to
understand that God has
placed you in a league where
all things are possible to you if
you know and believe in Him!
God has given you the ability
to turn an ordinary marriage
into an extraordinary marriage,
an ordinary job into an
extraordinary job, a problem
into an extraordinary promise
and an ordinary way of
thinking into an extraordinary
way of thinking. God wants
to show you the EXTRA
power, EXTRA wisdom,
EXTRA knowledge, EXTRA
ability, EXTRA love, EXTRA
faith and life that is in you or
can be in you.

This Real Men's Conference
is going to cause you to do
EXPLOITS (feats, deeds,
adventures, heroic acts, daring
acts) which will break you out
of the matrix, the world’s
"ordinary" way of thinking (I
can't do it, it's impossible for

PAID ADVER

™

157

aned

me, no way things will change
for me, it's o late, I'm w0 old
now, I'm so weak or I'm afraid
it want work for me). That is
the way ordinary men without
God think, talk, act and feel.
But if Jesus Christ is your
Lord, God The Father has
recreated you and put you into
a special "LEAGUE OF
EXTRAORDINARY
GENTLEMEN".

‘The disciples heard and saw
Jesus speak to 4 storm saying,
"peace be still" and it obeyed
him, The disciples heard and
saw Jesus speak to a tree, and it
withered away. The disciples
heard and saw Jesus speak to a
man that had been dead for four
days, and he came back to life
again. The disciples heard and
saw Jesus take two fishes and
five loaves of bread, and
multiplied it until it fed S000
men, He was in another league
and He was not an ordinary
man,

In the book of Matthew, the
disciples asked between
themselves a very important
question. The men marveled
saying, "What manner of man
is this, that even the wind and
the sea obey him?" Matthew
8:27. 1 will tell you what kind
of man He is. He is the head,
He is the first, He is the leader
of “THE LEAGUE OF
EXTRAORDINARY
GENTLEMEN" and every man
can become His offspring (His
Seed).

Ist John 4:17 says, "As HE
(Jesus) is, so are WE (Real
Men) in this world."

Real Men come out to this
life changing conference and
join "THE LEAGUE OF
EXTRAORDINARY
GENTLEMEN".

Friday Night live in concert -
Minister Byron Cage! He is
better known as the "Prince
of Praise”, one of America's
leading Praise and Worship
leaders, nominated for five
stellar awards.,
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RUTH KENNEDY/Courtesy to Stars and Stripes.

Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class Heath Snow keeps a tight grip atop a bull at the Ventura Rodeo in California in
May. The Seabee, currently deployed to southern Spain, works as a professional bull rider in his spare time.

Holding tight to a dream

Seabee keeps adrenaline flowing at rodeos

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — Petty Officer 3rd Class
Heath Snow likes to live on the
edge.

When he isn't deployed or tak-
ing care of Naval Mobile Con-
struction Battalion FOUR’s ar-
mory, you'll likely find the Sea-
bee at a rodeo moonlighting as a
professional bull rider. The
Texan competes in about 20 rode-
0s a year as a member of the Pro-
fessional Rodeo Cowboys Associa-
tion, the nation’s premier rodeo
circuit.

“You get addicted to it,” Snow
said. “It’s one of those things you
do it once and you're either going
to love it or you're going to be
scared of it. A lot of people, it
scares Lhe hell out of them the
first time.

Snow, 28, of Abilene, Texas,
rode his first bull when he was 16
years old. He has been riding
ever since.

Although both his father and
grandfather rode bulls, his moth-
er didn’t approve of him doing it.
He had to sneak out with his
friend to a ranch where he could
satisfy his admitted addiction.

He didn’t do well in his first
small rodeo, but got better with
practice.

“It takes a lot of skill,” he said.
“It’s not something you learn the
first time you get down there. It's
not like riding a horse or anything
else because you're constantly
moving in different directions
and you really don’t know what
they’re going to do.”

Petty Officer 2nd Class Mau-
rice Johnson, 35, said Snow, his
good friend, is one of those people
who seem deceivingly quiet and
soft-spoken at first impression.

“They may seem like they're
quiet but they do some real crazy
stuff,” he said.

To prepare for a rodeo, Snow
pumps iron, runs and works with
“practice bulls” that are tamer

than those in competition.
Agood bull rider must be in top
physical ~ condition, but a

‘ Stripes
N Spotlight

Snow is a

professional

bull rider and
member of the Professional
Rodeo Cowboys Association.

Job: Works in the armory for
Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion FOUR, which is
currently deployed to Naval
Station Rota, Spain.

Age: 28

Family: Divorced, two children
Hometown: Abilene, Texas

Stars and Stripes

2,000-pound bull can still punish
the best athlete with one buck.

“It’s like being tied to the back
of a truck going about 60 mph
from zero, jerking you along,” he
said. “They jerk so hard they cre-
ate G-force. They have an unbe-
lievable amount of power. You
have to respect that. You have to
get out of their way when you get
down.”

There have been some scary
moments. Last May, the chute
opened before Snow was ready.
‘The bull spun Snow around sever-
al times before trampling him. If
not for the intervention of a rodeo
clown, Snow believes he could
have been crushed by the animal
and possibly killed.

He walked away with a separat-
ed ankle, a sprained wrist and the
tendons separated from his knee.
His fiancée, Ruth Kennedy, was
there taking photos and saw the
whole thing.

“I had so much

going through me I didn’t realize
I was hurt at the time,” Snow
said.

But that didn’t stop him from
getting back on another bull. Just
weeks later, he participated in an-
other rodeo.

Getting injured is like a rite of
passage for bull riders. Although
bull riders today wear Kevlar
vests to prevent their torso from
getting punctured, most do not
wear helmets. Concussions and
twisted joints are common.

“I’s all part of the game,” Snow
said.

Snow, a former Army Ranger
who served eight years in the
Army, is no stranger to rough
sports. He used to play on a Navy
rugby team and has a broken
nose to prove it.

Competing in any rodeos the
next six months will be impossi-
ble because his battalion is de-
ployed to southern Spain. As a
gunner’s mate for the battalion,
he takes care of all of the weap-
ons and trains other Seabees on
how to use them.

But when he gets out of the
Navy in February, he plans to
work as a blacksmith and do the
bull riding full time.

If he does well, he figures he
can earn a good living.

Professional bull riders can
make between $500 for the small-
er rodeos to more than $20,000
for the larger ones. The top eche-
lon of bull riders makes more
than $100,000 annually, accord-
ing to the PRCA.

Snow, who is divorced, is look-
ing forward to returning to Texas
so he can be closer to his two
sons, who are 3 and 5. But he isn’t
sure how long he’ll be able to ride
bulls. Maybe five years. It all de-
pends on how his body holds up.

“Between the military, rugby
and everything else, it's taken
quite a beating,” he said.

He approaches the life much
like he does a bucking bull: Just
hold on and ride it for as long as
you can.

“You can’t force things,” he
said.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
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Cheerleaders take their skills to K-Town

The Universal Cheerleaders Association
sponsored a three-day camp over the
weekend in Kaiserslautern, Germany.
The camp, ich ended Sunday, drew
196 participants from grades nine
through 12. They learned cheers,
sideline chants, dances, stunts and
safety techniques from UCA coaches.
Based in the United States, UCA
conducts camps at more than 450 sites
in the States and Europe.

Top: Cheerleaders from Department of
Defense Dependents Schools through-
out Europe practice a dance routine.
Right: UCA instructor Peter Michel
demonstrates a position to
Lakenheath’s Olivia Sather.

Far right: Cheerleaders from Hanau
High School in Germany practice a
cradle, catching Nikki McGuire after a
stunt.

I0TOS BY RAYMOND T. CONWAY
Stars and Stripes

10 detainees to be held

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — A
U.S. military review panel has
ruled that 10 prisoners accused of
links to Afghanistan’s Taliban re-
gime or the al-Qaida network
were properly classified as
“enemy combatants” and should
not be freed, an official said Satur-

day.

The panels have decided 29 of
the 53 cases reviewed so far
should continue to be held, said
Navy Cmdr. Beci Brenton, a Pen-
tagon spokeswoman. There are
about 585 men who are under re-
view at the U.S. outpost.

The military has declined to
provide details on the 29 cases.

Brenton said the government is
waiting for permission from the
men’s embassies.

None of the men who have gone
before the review tribunals have
been charged.

From The Associated Press
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IN THE WORLD

Russians begin burials of school siege victims

In St. Petersburg, Russia, a woman cries while placing flowers at a wall
covered with photos of the Beslan hostage crisis Sunday. Wails of
mourning echoed in Russia on Sunday in the wake of the school siege
that left at least 340 people, nearly half of them children, dead.

BY BURT HERMAN
The Associated Press

BESLAN, Russia — Funeral
processions snaked through this
grief-wracked town as relatives
buried the first victims of the
school siege in southern Russia in
rows of freshly dug graves Sun-
day, while frantic parents still
searched for missing children
two days after the crisis erupted
into violence that left more than
350 people dead.

Wails of mourning women ech-
oed from courtyards where fami-
lies made ritual meals and from a
football-field sized plot of land
next to the cemetery in this small
city in the North Ossetia region,
where men dug graves as survey-
ors across the road marked out
new plots with wooden stakes and
string.

“When a person goes to the
cemetery for a burial, it's sad, but
nothing like this — when you dig
graves for your children,” said
Anzor Kudziyev, 25, a volunteer
gravedigger who helped prepare
the field for the burials.

300 mi
© Moscow 0300 km
KAZAKHSTAN
Caspian [,
b‘/A
RUSSIA
[SOIWITEY  CHECHNYA
Grozny
Beslan *
NORTH * Viadikavkaz
OSSETIA
'50 mil
GEORGIA 0] 50 km
Source: ESRI AP

The paroxysm of violence left
few families untouched in this
tight-knit mostly industrial town,
whose population of 30,000 belies
a village atmosphere in which
many leave their doors unlocked.
Most people in Beslan had a rela-
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tive, friend or neighbor killed or
‘wounded.

There were conflicting official
reports of the death toll, apparent-
ly confused in part because of the
large number of body fragments
collected at the school.

North Ossetia’s health minister
Alexander Soplevenko said at
least 340 people were dead, while
his deputy Taimuraz Revazov
said 324 were confirmed dead. In-
terfax quoted regional govern-
ment spokesman Lev Dzugayev
as saying the toll stood at 338, but
he later said in televised com-
ments that the number was 335.

The regional health ministry
said 180 people were missing
after the three-day hostage crisis,
which began when armed attack-
ers raided School No. 1 on the
first day of classes, seizing stu-

dents, teachers and parents who
broughl their children to open-
ing-day ceremonies.

Russian media speculated that
some of the missing could be
among the wounded who were
brought to various hospitals in
North Ossetia, unconscious or in
too deep a state of shock — or just
too young — to identify them-
selves.

Also, many of the dead still
have not been identified — a pro-
cess that could take a long time.
The health ministry said 207 of
the dead had been identified.

More than 700 people needed
medical help after the crisis, and
officials said 386 remained hospl-
talized Sunday in North Ossetia,
including 184 children, the Inter-
fax news agency reported. Sever-
al badly wounded victims have
been taken to Moscow hospitals.

As some residents buried their
dead, others were still searching
for relatives. Many expressed
doubt over the government ac-
counts of the tragedy’s magni-
tude, a skepticism stoked by se-
vere initial understatements by of-
ficials of the number of hostages,
which exceeded 1,100.

Questions also remained about
the identity of the hostage-takers
— Russian officials said several
of them were from Arab coun-
tries, but little information sub-
stantiating that has been released
— and about the events leading

e
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up to the chaotic climax of the cri-
sis.

North Ossetia’s Emergency Sit-
uations Minister Boris Dzgoyev
said Saturday that 35 attackers
were killed. However, Russian
Deputy Prosecutor General Ser-
gei Fridinsky said Sunday that ac-
cording to the latest information,
32 terrorists had been involved
and the bodies of 30 of them had
been found, Interfax reported.

Three suspects were detained
in Beslan on Saturday, Interfax re-
ported, citing unnamed law en-
forcement sources.

Russian officials said the blood-
bath began when explosions were
apparently set off by the militants
— possibly by accident — as
emergency workers entered the
courtyard to collect the bodies of
dead hostages.

They said the militants opened
fire on hostages who started to
flee in the confusion, prompting
security forces and armed locals
to return fire and commandos to
move in.
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Pope beatifies 3
more Catholics

BY VICTOR L. SIMPSON
The Associated Press

LORETO, Italy — A frail Pope
John Paul II put three more
Roman Catholics on the road to
sainthood during a visit to a hill-
top shrine Sunday, struggling at
times but cheered on by 200,000
pilgrims.

He seemed drained, seated in a
wheeled throne in glittering
green vestments, at the end of the
three-hour ceremony in 86 de-
gree heat. The large crowd broke
into applause when he told them:
“The pope greets you, supports
you and blesses you from the
heart.”

The 84-year-old pontiff, who
has Parkinson’s disease and crip-
pling knee and hip ailments, read
his homily with difficulty.

He left one portion to be read
by an aide. But he seemed stron-
ger than during his trip to Lour-
des, France, three weeks ago.

John Paul did not speak of the
Russian school tragedy. But a
young man read a prayer — “for
the dead, for the children and for
all the innocent victims.”

Hundreds of people were killed

in violence at a hostage standoff
at the school in southern Russia.

Organizers and police said at
least 200,000 pilgrims showed up
at Italy’s leading Marian shrine,
which overlooks the Adriatic Sea
south of Ancona.

Security was tight, with police
closing down roads into Loreto
hours before the pope’s arrival by
Ttalian military helicopter from
his summer residence at Castel
Gandolfn south of Rome.

The trip was arranged around
the beatification of three mem-
bers — a Spaniard and two Ital-
ians — of the Christian organiza-
tion Catholic Action.

He has already visited Switzer-
land and France this year, and al-
though he has been invited to
Istanbul, Turkey, by an Orthodox
leader, the Vatican has given no
confirmation that the visit will
take place. It was the fifth trip to
Loreto, Italy’s leading Marian
shrine, of his nearly 26-year papa-
cy.

Beatification is the last formal
step before possible sainthood.

Sunday’s ceremony raises to
1,333 the number of Catholics
John Paul has beatified, more

Pope John Paul Il kisses the relics of
two lay Italians, and Pedro Tarres y C|
beatified during a solemn Mass, near

than done by all his predecessors
combined over the past S0 years.

The pope has sought to give
Catholics role models, and he said
Sunday that “there is no greater
freedom than that of love” for
Christ, “no greater brotherhood

Alberto Marvelli and Pina St
laret, a Spanish priest-physician,
the shrine of Loreto, Italy.

than Lhal born from Christ's
cross.”

Those beatified Sunday lived in
the 20th century: a Spanish
priest-physician, Pedro Tarres y
Claret, and two lay Italians, Alber-
to Marvelli and Pina Suriano.

Mass marks
anniversary
of Calcutta

nun’s death

The Associated Press

CALCUTTA, India — Near-
1y 100 people gathered for a
special Sunday Mass to pay
tribute to Mother Teresa on
the seventh anniversary of her
death.

Nuns in indigo-trimmed
white saris and volunteers dec-
orated Mother Teresa's mar-
bled tomb with garlands and
red roses, lit candles and in-

cense sticks and chanted
hymns.
Traditionally, the Roman

Catholic Church doesn’t per-
mit Mass commemorating a
person on Sundays. But the
Vatican made an exception for
Mother Teresa, who was beati-
fied in October.

Born Agnes Gonxhe Bojaxh-
iuin what is now Skopje, Mace-
donia, Mother Teresa died at
age 87 on Sept. 5, 1997, in Cal-
cutta, the capital of India’s
‘West Bengal state, where she
spent most of her life.

‘The Missionaries of Charity,
the order Mother Teresa
founded, runs centers for im-
poverished people worldwide.
She received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1979.
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IN THE STATES

Frances smothers Fla. with wind, heavy rain

BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

STUART, Fla. — Hurricane Frances
weakened but still pounded Florida with
high wind and heavy rain Sunday after
smashing across the state’s east coast,
knocking out power to 4 million people,
shredding roofs and uprooting trees.

Some evacuees fled a second time when
a school’s roof was partially blown off.
Some 86,000 people remained in shelters
as Gov. Jeb Bush warned them against ven-
turing out to see the damage until officials
say it's OK.

“Ididn’t think it would get this bad,” Car-
line Cadet said as she ventured through
her West Palm Beach neighborhood in
rain gear. “The shutters were flapping in
the wind so hard all night. It was crazy
loud.”

Specifics on damage and injuries will be
impossible to gather until after the storm
passes, said Craig Fugate, the state’s direc-
tor of emergency management.

The storm made landfall with top sus-
tained wind of 105 mph, but by early after-
noon it was just 1 mph above minimum hur-
ricane strength at 75 mph. Forecasters
warned that its path would take the center
over the warm water of the northeastern
Gulf of Mexico north of Tampa by early
Monday. They said it was possible Frances
would regain intensity by Monday night
and hit the central Panhandle near
Apalachicola.

“This is affecting the entire peninsula
today, either tropical storm-force or hurri-
cane-force winds. And then tomorrow it
will be up in the panhandle, and then mov-
ing up into Georgia and Alabama,” Nation-
al Hurricane Center director Max May-
field said Sunday on CBS’ “Face the Na-
tion.”
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PALM BEACH (FLA POST/AP

A vehicle on northbound Interstate 95 in West Palm Beach, Fla., cruises past a sinkhole
that developed following heavy rains Saturday night from Hurricane Frances.

The eye of the storm blew ashore at Se-
wall’s Point, just east of Stuart, around 1
a.m., and by 2 p.m. it was centered about
55 miles east of Tampa, near Lake Wales
in the middle of the Florida Peninsula.
Frances was moving toward the
west-northwest at about 9 mph, and expect-
ed to remain over the state for most of the
day, dumping 8 to 12 inches of rain, with
up to 20 inches in some areas.

“I wish somebody’d get out there and
push it — get over with,” said

72-year-old Nedra Smith, who waited out
the storm in the lobby of a Palm Bay hotel.

Frances was so big that virtually the en-
tire state feared damage just weeks after
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Hurricane Charley tore through, killing 27
people and causing billions of dollars in
damage. About 230 miles of coastline —
from the Deerfield Beach area northward
to Flagler Beach — remained under a hur-
ricane warning Sunday morning. A simi-
lar-sized part of the Panhandle from the
mouth of the Suwannee River to Destin on
the Gulf of Mexico were also under the
warning.

The storm forced the largest evacuation
in state history, with 2.8 million residents
ordered inland and 86,000 of them in shel-
ters. Miami-Dade County told about
320,000 people they could return home
Sunday, but the storm had shut down

much of Florida, including airports and
amusement parks, during the usually busy
Labor Day weekend. Airports in Miami
and Fort Lauderdale reopened Sunday, but
Orlando remained closed.

President Bush declared a major disas-
ter in the counties affected by Frances,
meaning residents may get federal aid.

Four people were hospitalized in Boyn-
ton Beach after breathing carbon monox-
ide from a generator that was running in a
house. There were reports of injuries in St.
Lucie County, but sheriffs spokesman
Mark Weinberg said he had no details.

At least two deaths were blamed on the
storm in the Bahamas, where thousands
were forced from their homes.

In Jensen Beach, sections of Indian
River Drive washed into the river, leaving
holes about 8 feet deep. Roads, streets and
beaches elsewhere in the state were lit-
tered with debris. Businesses were shut-
tered, trees were bent and light posts wob-
bled in the howling gusts.

Looting had become a problem. Police in
the Orlando area said 10 thieves used a sto-
len car to smash into a store and steal
about $10,000 worth of clothing, and two
men were arrested as they tried to steal an
ATM machine with a chain saw. At least 10
other people were arrested for looting in In-
dian River County, Palm Beach County
and Brevard County.

Florida Power & Light pulled crews off
the streets because of the wind, leaving 4
million customers without power, spokes-
man Bill Swank said. Nearly all of Vero
Beach, 30 miles north of Stuart, was black-
ened, the city’s utility said.

In Martin County, where Stuart is locat-
ed, 630 people taking shelter at a school
had to move to another shelter when part
of the roof blew off, flooding 16 rooms.
More than 300 people were able to remain
in the school.
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Two men shot dead

RALEIGH, N.C. — Two broth-
ers were arrested in the shooting
deaths of two young men at a tail-
gate party before a college football
game, authorities said.

Witnesses said a fistfight preced-
ed the shootings Saturday evening.

The victims, identified as Kevin
M. McCann, 23, of Chicago, and
Marine 2nd Lt. Brett Johnson Har-
man, 23, of Park Ridge, IIl., were
tailgating before North Carolina
State University’s season-opening
football game against Richmond.

Tony H. Johnson, 20, of Raleigh,
and his brother, Tlmothy W.
Johnson, 22, an NCSU student,
were arrested a short time later
and charged with two counts of
first-degree murder, said sheriff's
department spokeswoman Phyllis
Stephens.

A witness, Brian Smith, 31, said
the victims had been tossing a foot-
ball when a car drove recklessly in
a parking lot packed with football
fans. He said the men pulled the
blond-haired driver from his car
and beat him, pushing his head
into the dirt.

The blond man left in his car,
shouting curses and threatening re-
venge, Smith said. He returned
later and asked Smith where to
find the men who had beaten him,

g, 201 iy 2059 sdm?g he had “a .38 Smith & Wes-
g | PSD il e man ap-
peared intoxicated, pointed in the
direction of the victims and heard

CES sy | unshots a short time later.

From The Associated Press



PAGE 14 Monday, September6,2004 -+ WEATHER - STARSAND STRIPES

N Non Operational
St. Petersburg  Use Only

Shown is today’s

weather. Tempera- 66/44

tures are today’s o=

highs and tonight's R oacon
lows. Pressure sys- loscow
tems and fronts are Ry 65/41

for noon today.

4 . UKRaNe
GeRmANY

Frankfurt

80/51 Prague,

. LTI S5
[

Stuttgart  Czeci Rer

79/53 o o

& ¥

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.

Budapest Romania

Produced by: A1C "8 " Munich i ® ° 77/51)
Lindsey Flaugher i 79052 ;’5;'2““; Hunaasy
' Avidno___" " L 72148
1% i'81/58 @ SOVEN CRoATK .
ro oof Tuzla o
Pn“i"asuwwu

7757
.

Turkey
Izmir
86/61

Madrid

Barcelona
/ Pormught 85066 gaen e -
-~ b) . =~
@ Lisson (D) P~ s T -
76/63 ;
4 Sean

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Benelux: Sunny. Highs in the lower to
mid-80s, Tuesday lows in the upper
40s.

Britain, Ireland: Partly cloudy with
isolated morning rainshowers.  Highs
in the upper 60s to lower 80s,
Tuesday lows in the mid 50s.

Croatia and Bosnia:_Sunny . Highs
in the mid to upper 70s, Tuesday
lows in the mid 40s.

France: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower to mid 80s, Tuesday lows in the
upper 50s to mid 60s.

Northern Germany: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the low 80s, Tuesday lows in
the lower

Southern Germany: Sunny. Highs in
the upper 70s, Tuesday lows in the
id 50s.

lower to mid 50s.

Hungary: Sunny. Highs in the upper
70s, Tuesday lows in the lower to mid
50s.

Northern Italy: Sunny. Highs in the
low to mid 80s, Tuesday lows in the
lower 60s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy with
morning showers. Highs in the mid
80s, Tuesday lows in the lower to mid
60s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 70s to lower 80s, Tuesday
lows in the lower to mid 50s.

Norway: Cloudy with rainshowers.
Highs in the lower 70s, Tuesday lows
in the mid to upper
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NWW.MuslimsForBush.com

Muslim women walk past a booth set up at the 41st annual Islamic
Society of North America convention Friday in Rosemont, Il

‘Muslims for Bush’
lobby fuels debate

Many followers feel the president’s war on
terror has created a bad name for religion

BY RACHEL ZOLL
The Associated Press

ROSEMONT, TIl. — They stop
abruptly when they see the
5-foot-tall photo of President
Bush, with  “muslimsfor-
bush.com” above his head.

Then come the outbursts.

“Disgusting,” said one onlook-
er. “Take that down,” said anoth-

T,

At the largest annual conven-
tion of American Muslims, a
pro-Bush booth has stirred anger
among attendees who believe the
president’s actions since Sept. 11,
2001, have hurt more innocent
Musllms than terrorists.

“I think President Bush has
misled not only the United States,
but the world,” said Noor Macia-
el, an educafor who called the
booth “disgusting” and planned
to vote for Democrat John Kerry.

“He has put us in a situation
where the whole world is hating
this count

The dlsplav was funded by Mu-
hammad Ali Hasan and his moth-
er, Seeme, who recently created
the group “Muslims for Bush.”
Seeme Hasan said in a phone in-
terview that she and her husband
Malik, a Colorado physician who
earned his wealth in the health
care industry, have donated more
than $1 million to Bush and Re-
publican causes since the 2000
campaign.

“The reason we are doing this
is that Muslims don’t have a lob-
byist,” Seeme Hasan said. “We
want to be there. We are going to
give contributions at the highest
level.”

Bush has other supporters in
the Muslim community. Some are
Iragi-Americans overjoyed that
Saddam Hussein has been oust-
ed.

Others are entrepreneurs who
view the GOP as more friendly to
business interests. And many de-
vout Muslims prefer the Republi-
cans’ conservative stand on social
issues such as gay marriage.

But many Muslims at the non-
partisan Isiamic Society of North

America convention were not
grateful for the Hasans’ activism.

An older man gawked at the
photo of the president with his
arms wrapped around Muham-
mad and Seeme Hasan, and said,
“I'm numb. I'm speechless.” He
then joined a group that had cor-
nered a conference official, de-
manding that the display be taken
down. A volunteer staffing the
booth said some people were tak-
ing campaign material and throw-
ing it out.

Asma Gull Hasan, the elder
Hasan’s daughter, who was also
at the booth, said she had expect-
ed negative remarks. However,
she said she was encouraged that
some passers-by had quietly told
her they would vote for the presi-

“Bush has a complex relation-
ship with American Muslims.

He declared Islam a peaceful
religion when some other

McCain plays peacemaker

Senator said both sides unfair in their campaign attacks

BY LIZ SIDOTI
The Associated Press

ROSWELL, N.M. — John McCain tried Saturday
to play peacemaker again.

The Republican said Democrat John Kerry was
“unfair” when he criticized the GOP ticket as “unfit
to lead the nation” and when he suggested that Presi-
dent Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney avoided
serving in Vietnam.

“John Kerry’s characterization that the president
is unfit for duty is unfair,” said McCain, a Republi-
can senator from Arizona.

“T categorically reject that just as I categorically
reject allegations that Senator Kerry didn’t serve
honorably.”

Kerry had lashed out at Bush after the GOP con-
vention, where speakers criticized his Senate voting
record on national security issues and argued that
the Democrat was unfit to be commander in chief.

McCain, a prisoner of war for more than five
years whlle serving in Vietnam, came to Kerry’s de-
fense last month, calling on Bush to condemn ads by
the Swift Boat Veterans for Truth that questioned
Kerry’s Vietnam service.

“The Vietnam War was over 30 years ago. We
have a war in Iraqg to fight,” McCain said. “President
Bush served honorably. John Kerry served honor-
ably. End of story.”

On Thursday night, Kerry hit back shortly after
Bush finished his convention speech, saying: “I will
not have my commitment to defend this country
questioned by those who refused to serve when lhey
could have and who misled America into Iraq.”

Bush served stateside in the Texas Air National
Guard. Cheney received five deferments and never
served in the military.

McCain, a Kerry friend but a Bush supporter,
spoke with reporters while campaigning with
Cheney.

Asked if Republicans have mischaracterized Ker-
ry’s positions on the military
and Iraq, McCain said: “Every-
body’s misrepresenting each
other’s position. Yes, they have
mischaracterized. But, yes, the
Democrats have mischaracter-
ized the Republicans as well.”

McCain said while he be-
lieves that Kerry would be “a
good president in every way,”
he believes that Bush would be
“a much better president be-
cause he’s proven his strength
and clarity and leadership of
this nation in time of crisis.”

He also called the debate over Vietnam service “a
distraction” that’s taking away from pressing issues
like the war on terror.

ie Cutter, a Kerry
Kerry’s comments.

“We agree with Senator McCain that the debate
should not be about what happened 35 years ago, it
should be about the state of the country today,” she
said. “Because of the way George Bush and Dick
Cheney misled this nation into war, they are unfit to
lead the country for another four years.”

1S
McCain

, stuck by

Cheney calls Clinton

COLUMBUS, Ga. — Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney, who has had
four heart attacks, called former
President Clinton on Saturday to
wish him well with his upcoming
heart bypass surgery.

“Tjust called to let him know we
were thinking about him,”
Cheney told reporters aboard Air
Force Two. “I've been through a
similar experience before. The
key was to have the good sense to
go get checked if you thought you
had a problem, which he obvious-
ly did.”

Cheney, 63, said he told Clinton
about having undergone a quadru-
ple bypass 16 years ago.

“I was living proof of the won-
ders of modern medicine,”
Cheney said.
Clinton, 58, was expected to un-
dergo heart bypass surgery as
early as Monday.

Heinz Kerry hospitalized

MASON CITY, Iowa — Teresa
Heinz Kerry, the wife of Demo-
cratic  presidential candidate
John Kerry, was taken to a hospi-
tal here late Saturday after com-
plaining of an upsel stomach, a
spokeswoman said.

She was taken to Mercy Medi-
cal Center-North Towa.

“As a precaution, Mrs. Heinz

leaders were
faith, and honored Muslim holi.
days in the White House.

After Sept. 11, the president
made a gesture of enormous sig-
nificance for the community
when he visited a Washing-
ton-area mosque and warned the
public that anger over the suicide
hijackings should not be directed
toward U.S. Muslims.

However, his subsequent poli-
cies have caused deep resent-

ment.

Muslim leaders say the domes-
tic war on terror and the USA Pa-
triot Act, which extended contro-
versial law enforcement powers,
have cast so wide a net that all
Muslims and their institutions
have become suspect.

Leading American Muslim or-
ganizations endorsed Bush in
2000 over Democrat Al Gore, ex-
pecting the Texas governor
would be more sympathetic to
their concerns. But Muslims have
said since that they regretted
their decision.

Surveys of U.S. Muslims indi-
cate a majority will vote for
Kerry, even though they fear he
will not go far enough in repeal-
ing parts of the Patriot Act.

ents and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — IBM Corp.
is recalling some 553,000 note-
book computer adapters sold
worldwide because they can over-
heat and pose fire and shock haz-
ards, the company and the gov-
ernment said last week.

IBM is not aware of any inju-
ries caused by the S6-watt AC
power adapters but has received
at least six reports of overheat-
ing, which can damage the circuit
board, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission said.

Most of the adapters accompa-
nied IBM ThinkPad i Series, 390
and 240 Series and s Series note-
books. The rectangular product
has three hollow pins on one end

IBM recalls adapters

that connect to a cord, and the
IBM logo and the number
02K6549 appear on the label.

The recall includes about
225,000 adapters sold across the
United States with ThinkPad com-
puters by electronics and comput-
er stores, IBM’'s Web site,
‘mail- urder catalogues, phone or-
ders and resellers from January
1999 to August 2000. The product
was also sold separately for about
$55. IBM said other adapters
were shipped in the same months
to Asian Pacific countries, exclud-
ing Japan.

Consumers are advised to un-
plug the adapters and 